





HELL THREE has been guided through conception, nurtured during prege
nancy, and finally brdﬁéht screaning into the world by the
nenbers. of .the infamous Manchester ixis, who hide behind the aliases
“of Brian Robinson and Paul A Skelton. The said Axis stretches 5 miles
between 9 Linwood Grove, Hanchester 112 '4QH (Group H.Q.) and 122 Hile
End lane, Heaviley, Stockport SK2 éBY (abandoned outpost). It is int-

ended for the January 1972 nailing of OMPA, valldble outside the
: C stamp etc. etc.
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STOP PRESS After beating o hasty retreat the Skel entlty has
h set up a fortified position ats- '

Flat 185, ‘Pendlebury Towers, Lancashlre Hlll,,;_f
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Those sufficiently unbdlanced to connunlcatef T
‘with hin should nemorize this address then -
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" ON THE TPERILS. F - PRODUCTION , AND OTHER IATTERS.

.+ . The date is the 16th Decenber, and I am blazing nad, Though not
- perfect in every way, I do like to keep pronises I've made, and thus
"expect others to do likewise. For the second tine since HELL's birth
I've written a nasty letter to the bods who do our electro's, When
we first dealt with then; they assured.us that they operates a 'By

T Heturn. Of -Post ' service. Now, .I:expect the post to take two weeks if

it happens- to-come fron Siberia, but I'm darmed sure that Manchester
10 isn't that far oway. In fact, I'm sufficiently gullible to believe
the pap when it gives the distance as four miles, With time on some-
one else's side, we've decided to do without the illos, and probably
. change our supplier, ' '

: Our .typer problen is perhaps cleared up now, though the two wlite
- machines that we're using do not belong to us. But it's wirth the Both-

er just to keep the customer satisfied. Being able to get so nuch nore

on a page is fine, of course, but naturally neans that we have to act-

ually write uore, as Paul found out when thinking of a third page for

" Gripe Water, He chickened out, and who can blame hinm,

" iTalking of Gripe Watér, ny own views on Ulster are nore or less this:
For me,. the situation has already. become what Paul calls the REAL
‘tragedy. The sight of a headline on Ulster is enough to turn nmy att-
ention to other matters,” I'm that sick of hearing about the place.

"~ Ag for a.solutiop, I can't see that a political settlement is possible.

~The only thing to do would secen either to increase the numbers of the
“security forces to the point where no-o'.° could blow his nose without
being highly suspect (which would get us nowhere fast), or to pull out
all the British forces, and let the silly bastards kill themselves,
~ I'm now of a mind, fo- seriously advocate the latter move. But whatever
“ig ‘donie; the possibility of peace renains unlikely, whilst people..
insist on creating religious ghettos. Protestants and Catholiecs over
there are idiots of the first order., Pardon ny abysmdl ignorance, but
it IS the sane God and Christ that they worship, isn' it? You could
be exciised for thinking differently. If they'd for once try and place
some reliance on their brains' (if indeed they have'any) instead ofi a
- nythical being,who obviously doesn't give a damn, they may .one. day be
able to live together, ' : Pl W

Back to HELLish ratters. I think it was Dave Rowe who complained
about articles being continued on later;, or earlier, pages. Vell, Dave,
unless we were able to compose an actual copy of the final thing ON
PAPER, I'n afraid thot it'll-never come about. This is the sort of
luxurious work that we can’t afford in terms of time, Of course, if all
you nice people would-like to make life easier for us by typing letters
and nrticles on quorto paper with an elite typerssececcecsss

Here is where I hove to give way to the person who's pushing hard
from behind, He tells e his editorial will be very personal, thus
destroying our carefully preserved anonynity. I may do the sawme next
time (you should be so unlucky!!).
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I aa somewhat hesitant to.open nzy nouth here lest, like Malcolm
Allisson, I end up eatings both my feete T am undaunted and shall make knowm
my intention. Vhat is ny intention? I am going to paint you o picture. A
Sglf-portrait, done in a nedium of =y interests, peeves and wild mecanderings
like a river, reluctantly, to the sea. First, the bold utlineecececsecsesces

Here I stand, still on the thwreshold of fandom, clutching fiercely
my sole wabilical....HELL. I appear to have lost that impetus which cavried
e thusfarscc.o a keen, passionate love of SF. T hardly seen to read any of
it these days. This nay be partly because my kind of SF is getting harder
to find..... Heinlein, Russell, Asimov.... storytellers all., I am unable to
sum.up much interest in even the -10st beautifully written nood piece, unless
it happens to be poetry and even there T am conservative enou h to prefer my
poetry to rhyne. ' g i

Musically, I am a complete-rhilistine. iy interests are mostly
instrumental, and meinly *soul'! ausic at that. Groups like Booker T. & The
M.G.'s, The Mar-Ieys(Both nov sadly but nemories)s Blues oo, mainly Hank
Craxiford. Sone jazz, sone orchestral, some c&Wees 2 €58 Of gtui £ in fact.
Vocally I find myself on the trodern! folk bandwason. Dylan, Neil, Bacz
(since tFarevell Mgelina'), Collins... and various obscure artists likese..
Judy Roderick, Linda Ronstadt.e..

. What ‘else brings pleasure into ny 1ife? 17elleesss. Cas of courses
So rmch pleasure here, but this really (oes vithout saying. Being lovede.sss
Vaking up in the morning yiith Gas there, asleep, vulnerable, mine. But I only
have a pace. Vhat else? tThe Perishers' cartoon strip in the Daily Mirror.
§til1l fillin_ in the finer detailseos Monty Fython, The Lovers, Morecanbe &
Yiges. ... comedies all. I find: it very difficult to be_gerious for any
length of time. ' R T

Little thingse... walking to work on a cool summer forning, throuch
the porke.... At nisght, warn and snug beneath sone fortuitous shelter,
watching it piss dovn and breathing out ;reat clouds of vapour, to be
shredded. by the bulleting rain.... Waking up, confused - the joy of

finally realising that it's Saturday and I don't have to get up and so %o
work. Dike I said, little thingSeeeccsseMeo
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o St. Moary's Hone for Elderly Lmdleu,

S Morgoret Street, .
SN T el Stone,

T Staffs.

29th Decenber, 1971.

Dear Mr, Pellington,

I am writing to thank you for the lovely transistor
radio you so kindly sent me at Christuos time. It is all the more vonder-
ful thot an absolute stranger like yourself should remenber an old lady
" such ags ne., . ~ : o , :

I am 80 ye'\.rn old, and have been at the home for. over 18 years.
We are treated very kindly, but the lonely hours are often very hard to
bear.

My room mate, Mrs, Jazes, hag a rﬂdio,'but will never let ne
ligten to it, and even turns 1t off ﬁhenever I cone into the roon, Well,
nov I have one of ny owm, .

My son and dauﬂhter are very nice, and come to see ne once a
nonth, but I know that they only visit me from a sence of duty. This is
why your gift is all the more thrilling to me as it was given out of
compassion for a fellov human being, God bless you.-

Today Mrs. James' radio went vrong and she asked if she could -
‘listen to mine, I told her to fuck off. ‘ o . :

[T

Youfs 31ncerely,,

MCW

~Alice Charlesvorth,

% 463 AR IR, oy B RIS IR
A R R S R G O et e

"Brion Robinson is a cardboard replica: of a flcment of

ny imogination!

,.;..,..,.Rdbin Qhristbpher Gillon.
2/11/71.
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LIFE SUPPORT MATERIAL BALANCE

AY

N LBS/DAY ouT LBS
Oxygen Consumption 2,00 Water vapour generation 2,20
Food Requirement | Urine Production 3400
(dry basis) 1,32
S S . Fecal Water (at 754) . 0a25
Carbon in food converted '
~ into €0 0s62 Total HpO output 5445
Hydrogen in fbod v CO» generation . 2.25
- converted to Ho0 0.05 ‘ .
- ' Solid waste from food .1 0.08
Hy0 derived from food 0699 ' . , LT
: o Fecal output 1 0e33
H,0 derived from , . ; o
other sources 5642 Metabolic water generation | 0629
Net water intake for
drinking and food 4446
~ preperation ' ' _
Total - 8440 potal | 8.40
: , .

0.90.




Briefly this article has attempted to describe the major problems of
providing for menned long duration space flight, Every component or sub-
system in the spacecraft will have a backups If a unit should malfunction,
there will be an identical unit to take over, or a substitute method of per-
forming the same operation., Crew safety and reliability are factors vhich
are paramount in the design of all equipment and development of procedures.

The development of life support systems for living iﬁ~space is still in

its infancy. The systems described are the finest NASA scientists, and their

contemporaries in industry, have so far been able to devise for conserving
air, water and energy in a spacecraft. - As: improvements are made, they will
be incorporated into the system. More and more use will be made of materials
and energy vhich are at present discarded. Ten yecars ago the manned space
flight realities of today would have scemed like fanciful dreams. “ho knows
what the next decade may brimg? i~ ~ ' E

end
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53 With the next issue, we embark upon a sea of nmusics’
£ Mike Meara, gentle and kind person, attunes his ear once
3 in a while to the sweet sounds of the jazz guitar, & has,
3t

for our and your benefit, written the first part of a "
‘series (which may be long or short) on the history of the
instrunent. If one of the editors can find the illustra-
tion accompanying part one, it will be electro'd for in-
clusion in the article, : Do

A beautiful and delightful young lady, who prefers to
renain anonymous and will therefore be known as Imogene .
Eustace llogg has presented us with "A PROGRAMIED GUIDE TO
- HELL-READING", an exercise in logie{?) to ease the strains
of modern living. And a computer manual has given up the
secrets of cheap drinking in bars, which will undoubtedly
aerrns gtand all fen in good stead during the Eastercon, though
 what night happen if gveryone followed it's instructions is
too horrible to contemplate. "

Kenneth lardle recently sent us an illustration which,
if we can transform it's colour into suitable black & whije,

once we'll have a cover illo that fits the title, Other art
will be forthcoming from lir. Skelton, Ian laule, lMike Meara,
with the possibility of George.White and Lisa Conesa making
an appearance,

SRR SIS S I RS R
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will most likely forn the basis of our cover for Hos 4e For 777
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OFF TRATLS 63 (The Orgonisation Mon) We vote yes to both propositions!!é
: We reckon that :rith soaething like
. -(The’Corporate Duo )~ 25 current me... . s, ve can safely
bring, dovm the perinissible mémber-
ship to 35, and sk for 35 copies of the zines to be sent for each mil-
““ing. God alone knows vhat the prospects for OMPA are, but we would think
that 35 would be okay for some considerable time ;-et, We hope that we're
" yrong on this, though. Getting the .embership up to 50 would be great,but
- let's face reality and admit that it's unlikely in the immediate future,
"With regards to the staggered dues xroposal, the drawback you mention
- could easily be overcome by imposing limits at the loiwer ends of both the
- activity and dues tables, thuss

100 80 minirum
90 .90
80 1.00
70 ' 1.10
60 1.20
50 1.30
40 1.40
30 1.50

minimm 20 ; 4 1.60

‘Now to the Ompacon. Frankly, if the great bulk of the work isn't done by
Ompans, then we don't really think vie'd be justified in calling it an APA
cone.. (Duck as 26 mailings come WMAYYIM# floating lightly towards us) ..
With a chance like this, though, we reckon we really ought to push ‘the
fanZINE side of Fandom to a greater extent than is usual. Birmingham '&
environs is an extrenely suitable venue if only for it's centrality,
Travelling further than, say, Worcester would be off-putting for us, and
fills us with pity (or something akin) for the poor fellow-fen in such
out of the way haimlets as, say, Sunderland, Helston and London. We like
‘the look of the prices even though they're ceértain to have risen during
.the next eighteen wonths or so, By that time, however, we should have had
a salary increase or two ourselves, s0..... Hey, do you think anyone'd
blow his mind on a suite???

'0.110.



OSTEEN UNIVERSITY REVIEW 4 (Sam) Now how can I 10531b1y coiment on thls

. mﬁhout upsetting Gray? Mrrm,naybe I can
-(Skel )= - ' stretch this out to at least four pages.

» The obvions place to which one should
deport hardened criminals is Northern Ireland, vhere they would probably
be cannonised. How does St. Ian Brady crab you? With: regard to your
cornents on Ray Denton's piece,I feel it's a safe bet:that had electric-
al hardiiare been available to Bach,things might have been’ a touch diff-
erent, Oh well, so I didn't manage four pages. ¥ PtSRI*GHE¥

F.H.T.V. (John) (& Jane, Sorry) I seem to recall that we (well, ! aul) cave
. you a hard time in the:lastigh. .Not- .to

, -(Brlan)—‘ S o worry, it happens to the bést of ug; as

' ' we can attest having read a.certain some-
th:Lnb in thls mailing, One thing that's m’ssing from here is the mailing
comaentses Either you didn't have the time, or there was nothing.vorth com-
menting on. Surely you found soqethlgh that stirred you,if only to invective,
One of the main thlngs about Ompa as far as I'a concerned is reading what
others thlnk of -~ _So how about soile comments nekt ‘tine, hubh?-I didn't
read the thlng %bout Cornwall Nationalisn all that closely because of the
plcture it congureo ups: It's all very vell for the people (Sode of the "
people) of Cornwall, Wales or Scotland to ¢o arcund. sereaming: ne  £or self-rule,
but do they think about vwhat it would neen carried to the.end of ‘the 1ine?
Customs, tariffs, trade agreenents, pasoports, all the paraphenallm involved
in moving people and goods from one country to another, Do they think
that any of the areas I mentioned could really go it alone vithout massive
financial help? Have they suff cient industry and commerce to stand on their
om feet? I think not: Now don't get me wrong here - as far as I'm concerned
they can have self-rule touorrow, but how long vould it be before they'd
come craviling back, tails between their legs, wav1ng enpty purses and beg-
ging for alms? .

SCYTHROP 24 (John) Dead sneaky making one staple suffice for two zines.
One thing I aprreciate is the wordage you get onto
~(skel )~ a single page without ciamping the layout. Hell did
suffer through having to rely-on.tvo grotty pica
utypers, Your cost breakdown vas fascinating but I vould ‘be 1nterested to
‘now just how rmmuch do you recoup in.subscériptions, roug hly “gpeaking. - '
of “the Keats and Chapman anecdotes suffered in having . v too: long—wlnded
21 bulld-up, and: the other went right over ny head° Thls however could be
due to ny extrene dwarflshnes R : :

WHATSI 21 (Kench) " The flrst bit I liked quite a iof Belng’sucﬁ typic-
, " ally fannlsh nonsense, but I'm: ﬁfrald the second lot
-(Br1an)- T 0. was rather borlnb. Maybe 1f I read 1t agaln.,...,...
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PABLO 15 (Darroll) «+-:- Hoepomrn, Well! Bre.....1 suppose you could
: ‘ . - call this interesting, but I ask you, what's
~(Brian)- ~ the point of putting out a 'thing' like this
SRS S and calling it a fanzine? If this sort of
thing is goina to be done at all, I'd have thought that it was the job of
the 4.E., or, if a member wants to do it himself, then it shouldn't be called
a zine. This nust have taken you all of two hours to stencil and -run off,
thus just .creeping into the lower levels of what I call. minac. For God's -
sake, Darroll, do what Paul suggested and concentrate on SPINGE instead of
this nonsense. -

BELTAIE 1 (Rosemary) What, Ro, ‘apart from the title, is the differ-
, , erice between this and SEAGULL?? I realise that
-(Brian)— I .could be more unresponsive than usual, but

cover the nanme, and it may as well be SEAGULL,
I agree that few people seen able to draw wonen well. The original for the -
cover of HELL 1 was, however, superb, but I ruined it by lousy stencilling.
I plead inexperience. You know, it may be a good idea to forget about Freud-
jan significances and such. I've thought of three others regarding unicorns.
Ended as of now, okay? As for waning enthusiasm, we'll just have to wait &
see, After a mammouth HELL 2 we're dropping back to what we condider.a.nore
manaogable size of about 36 pages, give or take a couple. And we will keep to
our basic policy of producing at least one years activity per mailing.:
It's a funny thing about mailing comments - I intended demolishing PABLO and
BELTAIE in a few terse sentences, and now find myself awost running off at
the mouth. ’ : '

QWERTYUIOP 5 (The Ubiquitous Sam) Aha, I come to comment on this, and

find that I have only read half of
-(Skel)~ . it. Skel is "a guerrilla organis-

ation trying to overthrow the repre-

ssive Aardvark and Wombat Fandoms". Send money!! Robinson will take the arnms,
ATSOTA rambled entertainingly, which was fortunate as ESQOTWA which followed
Was a bit of a drag. Okay in parts, but not enough meat. lir. S.L. Supercaver
- had a good picce though, Wow for a quick break whilst I gronph the rest of the
zine. Howai....the Bestiary is best forgotten, suffering from much the same
tiouble as ESOTWA and TFEOMIB (which was abominably boring). Letter column
is interesting though, and I'm glad to hear that ir is a member of Sanity Inc.,
or as it is occasionally referred to, "The Eric Frank Russell Appreciation
Society". I don't like this use of numbers 4 words bit though. I find it very
hard to catch the drift of things., Hmam, regarding ary Legg's “"Foundation",
how about a girdle with a rope on it :- "Foundation & Empire"?., I'm also so
sorry to hear that Chuck's are different fron Jack's. Chuck's are small, light,
wooden cubes?????? The nind boggles. However, the condition of having a pre-~
boggled nind is ideal for moving on TO.ececesaveseccrccrocnncccsccnconcrcacconee

os15.,
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BINARY 11 (Joc & Groy) The cover waw a bit nothingyeeseono 1Jpact andl no
S _ interest. - Pagsable if hand-cut, but total vaste
of time if electro'd. Count me on the side of the . .
- angels with regard to electro-stenciling. Electro's
are infinitely superior as artvorlk, even thoush one -
lu..,t adnire the’ extra 'skill of the artist vho commits his tork strai ht to
Stencil.esohis craftsmanship moy be better, but his artvork is not half as.
sood as it could be. I entirely agree with Mary Leszgs with regard to thé
need for mailing comiients. In this respect, no‘.,ever, your owmn co.uients on
BLACK XNIGHT vere nothing short of patqetlc. “e 50t a lot nore-joy out of
no.11 than #hil =ust have jot. Lots and lots of loverly cowent. O0.I. so
At was vivious comment, but at least it vas reaction. I don't think I'n far
vrong in describing the coirzents as viclous either. Gray obviously got so
steomed up about something that he ploughed right in and committed the sgin-.. -
vhich he had wronsly accused ne of comittinge.... NOT READING A ZIME . -
PROPERLY BEFORE COMMENTING ON IT!!!! Not being the half-vit you apparently
‘take me for, I had noticed that 75 included the corments fron T4. So bloody
vhat??? All I said was that T5 included far too hizh a percentage of
mailing cotments! I don't give a toss why this was soy just that it was.
For a szood balance he should have throwm y{% in something else fiom the ill~
fated T4. Moybe we vere lucky at th-t, though. "Checlzlists in Onpa?" You
agked?s.0., and vhy the hell not, night I ask? Tas n't an interest in SF one -
of the original 'ties that bind'? I'm sure I read that somevheree.....Itn
also suwe 1t node no mention of a comion interes t L_n the ‘‘ath-on<Dearne
Ll{,ht Infantry, or chinese societics. Here again ve appear to differ.
I prefer articles to be rather basic, that way anyone not pagsionately .
lnterested in the subject can at least read then without geiting lost. I -
. found Dick's article to be too pretentiously scholarly. I'd have preferred
it to hav‘e been vritten Tong in check, also.

V@@@Skel@@@v

’ L Stlll, it's nice to be considered half ‘a 'CI’OJd' .
‘T“thng the nood (Joe'f' Place, Response, A Small Circle Of Deadly Eneuies andA
Odds & Ends). with the bad (The Biblio File), this vas the best zine in.my - '
- half of the mailing. I still haven't seen Brian's half yet, so I can't
_compare it-vith.any of those. 0h, I'm sorry about calling something you
said an 'inenity!, Gray. Now that I've seen how 'mch it upsets you I chall
" be:nore careful in fufurces.... forsiven?

.i*********************%****k*********&***************************é*%*&%%k****
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I am currently feeling rather
ashaxned of the humnan race, or at least
that portion of the human race which
hails from Northern Ireland. SeamusO!
Cretin is currently demonstrating that
a non-gapient branch of the human race
has managed to survive into the
twentieth century. This is definite
proof that Man's intelligence has in
fact had absolutely nothingz to do with
his survival, s

Adinittedly the Irish sub-
species (and I do mean SUB-species) is
not a very good proof of this as it-
is a protected speciecs., It 1is Dbeing
protected, at the moment, from self
extermination. The selfless strugzles
of the Irish along this rocky . road
viould warm the heart of any -self- -
respecting lemming. -

No matter vhat the original
causes of the current confliect it 1is
now firmly established -as:a _purely
religious war, at least within the =
boundaries of Northerm Ireland itself,
True, I will grant, polities and other
side issues do intrude, but only
externally. To the battle-hardened
harridans of Bogside it is surcly a
religious war, a crusade if you vills
You wish to argue the point? OK, show
me just one Protestant fighting along-
side the Catholics, onc Papist pledged
to the Orange cause. Damn right you
can't!!! The situation in Northern
Ireland has. deteriorated too far for
ideals. No man can now make a personal
stand based on his ovn feelings, -else
a sprinkling of reasonable :and .
influential men from both sides would
be making their voices heard above the
animal noises. ‘ :

4 The real tradgedy of Northern -
Ireland is NOT the violénce; the
shootings, bombings or the looting.
NOT the fear and misery that have come
crashing into thousands of lives. NOT



the deaths of the immocents. The
real tradgedy of Belfast lies at a
dcober, more basic level.

There w1ll always ‘be
differences. of opinion between-
groups of people with different
interests., Civilization is " the -
result of the harmonious working
together -of these groups and sub-
groups. %ith only one opinion . group
you get ‘o static tribal culture. -
With a near infinite number of such
~opinion groups the result is total
‘anarehy. Civilization is the hap;
medium, - All-the opinion groups and -
oub~group° 1ntcrn1nglo at all
levels of soc1oty, ‘thus: orevcntlng
any:group froum 1solat1ng itself, . ' In
any -well balanced society. rellwlon,-
Politics,; occupation, hobbies,
sport’ etc. ete; out rlbat across
onc anothers boundarics and no one
aspect of life achieves outright
domlnanco over all others,

Hav1ng stated -'The-Problem.
qu-I~Sce—It' I shall now eclimb"
down from my. John T Campbell chair
and  astound. thc‘:aorld with a.
brilliantly incisive tharust to the

previously unguupectod ceuse of the .

wihole laughable- 1f-1t-wasn't so-
bloody-pityful mcso..'

One of the two main causes
is ~the Pope's chair. It's too damn
comfortable. ‘Peéople in Northern
Ireland are bending together under. .
the aegzis of the -Catholic Church.
to commit violende and rurder and.
all Pope Whatsit the Umpteenth can
do is sit back on hle bloody arse
and tut-tut. ‘ S

The -Chief ‘Synod Of * The

Church Of Bngland; or whatover it's
called, is no better cither, While

they are all sat there vaffling
into cach othecr's car-muffs the
situation is crying out for some
positive action - from the decision-

making level. What concrete steps
have thcy taken? "hat action to
calm the situation. W%hat have they
done to prevent -the man-in-the-
street from shooting dovm the man-
in-the-sentry-box? BUGGER ALL {81!

Not onc single decrec has
been decreed. It makes  you sick.
The Church is aluays going  on
about Christian responsibilities
but has been cought with it's
mitrc missing in this case. The
Church is just not discharging
it's responsibilitics. Oh, Iit's
still exacting it's rights 0.7
though. Pricsts and Ministers in
Northern Ireland are still taking
up  their collections. I suppose
that in a way this is a good thing
for every pound given +to the
Church is a pund not spent on a
petrol bomb, '

The tragedy of No"thorn
Ireland is the strength of the
Christian churches there, No other
aspect of 1life in Northern Ireland

“carrics iiith it the inmportance or

easc of affiliation vith which one
associatves . the church. Irish
Politics is a joke, as -are all

" other aspects of Irish 1life except
‘the church.: The only thing an

Irishman can take pride in is . his
religion, and so in this onc thing

‘he takes a fierce pride. The

‘church is all important. You arc

~ cither (Catholic ox Protestant,
- There is no middle ground.

- The final tragedy of
Bolfast is that the vhole dammed

‘shooting match has endured for far
- too long. If I am anything to go

by thon people arc just about fod
up with it all and will soon turn

“the page at the first sight of...

MORE BOMBINGS IN ULSTER

This will be the real tragedy!

...l,n
« 4
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%% RECENT READING #* A brief look at a couple of books that Brian happened
to pick up in the last two months.

IMMH&§pmu1Wmmmﬁﬁmmﬁfmﬁmﬁmmﬁw/w%}'

When I thought"qf:;eyiewing_thiSWBOOE;ﬁimaécided to read it again. It was a
mistoke! I'd almdst forgotten how boring it is.

The basic story: Johann Smith is dying. Desperate to break away from the life-
suppost system that keeps him alive, he submits himself to a brain transplant op-
eration, more than halh-hoping that it will fail. It doesn't; his brain is trans-
forred into the dead body of his beautiful secretary, who happens to have the same
rare blood group. The next year or so is spent indulging in sex, sex, and more
sex, until the body dies from a combination of childbirth and rejection syndrome.

Annoyingly present here is one of Heinlein's great failings of the last ten
years or so — ever since STaRSHIP TROOPERS in fact - the incredible coincidence.
Incredible to us, that is, never to the characters in the story. Smith's secretary,
Eunice, has the same rare blood group, as I've said. She just happens to be killed
by a mugger at the time a body is needed, Her ego just happens to stay in the
body, despite the fact that the brain is removed. Where does Smith/Bunice's lawyer/
lover's ego end up when he dies of a strake? Into the same body - troilism of the
finest sort. And the egos of all three persons, when the body dies in childbirth
(the chil&fﬁeing Snith's, courtesy of a sperm bank) .....well, where else could
they possibly go but into the head of the child. None of this is explained in the
slightest - it it merely presented to the reader as a'fait accompli', Disgustingly
bad workmanship. '

But the worst thing about this novel is the schizoid chat between Smith and
Eunice , inhabiting the same head. From page 88 onwards, the reader is subjected
to the. most incredibly boring and sickening cross-chat. Would that the ‘two person- .
alities had something interesting to say, but no. Until I read this book, I thought
PODKAYNE (OF MARS) the worst female appearing in Heinlein's works. Now I have to
revise that opinion, The combination of Smith and Eunice is nothing more than a
nutual admiration society. :

Taken as a whole, this book is a bloody great bore from acceptable beginning
to stupid and pointless ending, and it's a damn shame that Heinlein ever wrote
it. Even more of a shame that Putnam printed it - I could have saved a couple of
quid. In SCIENCE FICTION REVIEW, Alexel Panshin says (roughly) "I doubt that
Heinlein will write another book......and I WILL FEAR HO EVIL is a poor monument .

Agreed!

F36 36 638 36 36 36 36 36 3630 3636 63 308 36 3636 36303030 30 3 303 333083 36363696 36 30 36 3 3636 3636 3636 38 3303696 36 30 303036 SEI LI 363 36363636 3636 34 36 363036 3636303

Note from the editors. Due to pressure of work and other sundry reasons which
escape our ninds at the moment, this will have to be the only review in this
jssue, But fear not!! Recent releases fron Pan will be looked at next tine.
They are:
GROAT SHORT HOVRLS OF SCIZHCS FICTION edited by Robert Silverberg
and ALPHA Q2 edited by Robert Silverberg.
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ROLLONTHEREVoLﬁTiONRoLﬁoNTHEREvoLUTIONROLLONTHEREVOLUTIQNROLLONTHEREVOLUTIQN
by Peter Linnett.

_ . Sf is in a rut. Thanks to a number of authors who insist on wander-
" _ing the same old squirrel cage of ideas over and over, the genre has

© -fallen prey to that same old trap of ritualism whick is now afflicting

- "contemporary" literature, Sf readers tend to be rather condescénding

- vhen reviewing tha latter with it's preoccupations- problems of adole

_ escence, love affairs, difficulties of living in our society, etc ete, -
Cbut’ sf is still just preoccupied with it's "elassic" themes, ’

.. ALl of which sounds very serious, but that's the only way to des~
.scribe the direction in which sf is hesding (or had headed). Vhat I (at
 least) read sf for are ideas - involvings a-'situation that isn't res-
7 tricted to conditions ‘today, a concept that isn't dependant on "realitym,
But :some authors seem obsessed with the same antiguated ideas - what o
they do is @ive thenm some twist or variation from story to story. -

Some examples. In The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction of
June 1971, for instance, there is one story involving time travel -
MThere's A Wolf In My Time Machine"(!), Larry Niven), one telepathy -
"The Butterflies of Beauty", Joseph Green), and atomic war - ("The Day
They Had The Var", Richard Wilspn). There's no excuse for dragging any
oné of those themes in now, regardless of the worth of the story, and
any writer who does so hardly deserves to be called a creative artist.
The magazines could be doing a lot towards getting sf back on the right
track, but this they don't seem willing to do, as they still go on pub-
. lishing the same old crap. The only sf magazine that allowed writers to
- o'ad Far as they liked was New Worlds whioh no longer exists in the
format which gave writers tho greatest freedomn.
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- MALC SHARTE ozy T{abln 16 h 1n¢abe Road;Heaton Chapel; Stoc porc Cho.on.lro.

PING KONG DIFD FOR. OUR" SINS! ., .. e e
@281t should have beon. Malé Shar Je@C@
O0n recently reading an articlc about Albert Finstein, I saw he was quoted as
5ayinges "I a million monkeys werc dlaced in front of a million typowriters
for an infinite nunber of years, then eventually onc of thex will bash out
the conplete vorks of Shakespear." Nov, Beinz a truc scientist I noticed
that it didn't need a million monkeys. Just one vould do, and for the same
length of time at that, so off"I went with my Ollivetti under sy arm to the
local zoo vhere I borroved a charming chimp called Enoch
@@@H}nm, a LoC with Social Coniient@e@

and set him to work. After all, a lifetire's a fairly long spell and while-
I mizht not get ‘'Macbeth! I might just get 'Biggles Flies Yest' or somctlhing
Oqually nmetaphysical, in about fifty ycars or so. Unfortunately my interest
waived -after a veek and all I had for iy experiment. was six copies -of _
HELL 1. This zine really wasn't very good you khow, If I had writicen a LoC
you wouldn't have published it anyway. However, I am here to write about
HELL 2 vhich vas a distinct improvencnt and vromiscs [ood things for your
next issuc., I cnjoyed readini it but I do have some criticisms to make.
Firutly, a scrious comj >1a1nt.....Cros..,f1re vas an insult to our 1ntcllluencc
and ghould be radlcally .changed .+ ’

@@elt is. Threc more pages but ‘about the sane nwnbcr of LoC'se@e@ -
By only printing gselocted parts of -letters- you can completely change any
neaning, and quallfy the intonsity of conpla:.nt "How you have the nerve to
agk people to write lettors and then only print selected parts is un- .
belicvable.: “Thig is cenf'orshlp in it's worst form. Either print complete -
letters or rothing. WiHAIM, you 1llu.1'b say, n,,but the letters are 90"’ ,
drivel like this one." TVell, so is your zinc, and you publish that 11! Noxt
Limbo. Really, this was absolute rubb:l.oq. I mean, T lmow you both fairly .
well and I know the locations of most of ;your placcg of ‘adventure vhich:
helps AND I WAS BORED STIFF BY IT. .U that part of your warped little minds
mekos you.think that a meandering tale of " Day In The Life Of Maul .ind
Brian" could beof the slightest :mtorout ‘to anybody but laul and Brian? .
I've rcad better thinzs in '"Womans Own'. Have you been ¢lip,.ing your:
arterics azain? T.N.T.2.0.8.T...T.5. must bo a notive for "Fratricide . .
Pagsionelle® if cver I saw one. He must be the only 0.N.C. student to nave
his thesis published. Galac’cac‘ﬂmp( part’ ono) had rie looking forward to part
two vhich can't be badee....0r; ‘as we hippies say, "Fuckin' far out. Elbov..
py tit baby:" I liked the artwvork very much, es. seeially the excellent
draving on page 11. The cover was rather runcible-leéis and not as good as
that of HELL 1, but as both will fade to nothing whon compared to HELL 3'=‘ 4
cover, then it doesn't really mattcr. On the whole quite #ood. This
critical appreciation, you will notice, is nore critical than a; nrocw.tlve
but then you don't want a.lot of people vriting in and telling you hov LJood
they think you arc, do you? Oh, you 'do? Oh well! *In- th&t case I will
Termaine o o o o s U YOURS 1f NeCESSATYa.ossi.S. : .. :

@@@LoC's aren't -chiefly for publishing Malc, but DT Lnarily for either

reading with a varm glov of satisfaction, or for saying..hy, stupidfuckin-.
crctlndoegn'tlm wnrhattl 1ehellhc'°dr1v0111ngabout!.!1" for ri ping up, and for
slingzing dovm the bog. Now vhere did I put your LoCy; hmiiMesceosscososs @20
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MARY LEGG 20 Voodstock Close;Oxford;0X2 8DB.

A1l this and Hell too, yet. I notice Brian has a fannish addréss,
i,e.:= 'Linmvood Grove! - or has anyonc elsc pointced thisg out to you?

@a@@:e pointed it-out to the city council, but thouch

they sympathised, it sceis it isn't vorth changingcee
As I love Lear's nonscnse, your very clever front cover earns ap.lausc fron
this quarter - have you scen “is nonsensc botany? Sonc arc in soie ways cven
cleverer then his verbal brillisnce. Of your firoat cower illo I particularly
liked the ovl, vhich rather resciblcg a crcweut budsic.

Slugs, or rather

Snails, secn to be quite "The Thing" with HELL - any uarblvular rcason or is
it just another branch - or should I say (oyc) tals of "Qdd ininal Fandon'?

@@EBNUGS vwere kindly provided for Joe satrizio, you .

lmow, the bloke vho provides a zinc for Gray Boak to ’

Put hlS nailing coments in, so that CGray doceon't

have to bother putting a zine tosethor very oftcen@a@
A1, nostal;ia ~ your account of the cvents before, during and after the dir
Shov ovoked me.aories of many aini-cons in past years, but especially a vicit
Hertsfendon to soe the Shuttlciorth gollection and an [ir Disglay. I
don't lmow if you've ever becn to Shuit 10”0°th(1t'u ncar Bedford) but if you
like oléd plancs and cars it is THE place to 1o. It was there I sav ny-first
Spitfire cloge up ~ I'd ceen some planes in *Ac Ilporlal ‘er Muscu, of
course - and I Gistinctly wvoiaenber. tiinking "They vent up in a -achine that
°ﬂall°” as I pocred into it. It malkes events see: cven wore incredible vhen
you sce vhat I =may tcera "living, history" likce that. Terrvy's-account of his
exporiconces with TRICDE awolic lany a pang; of rcaembrance, and “wst have done
for any fancd vho read it. Is the cover an original onc froa that mun or
based on onc? . hap.y thowht if so, -

@@@Bas!: in hagpiness then, Mary. Terry scnt us a

couple of old covers and ve had t’c once fron-TRIODE

NMo. 1 clcetro'd. e orizinal vag a two colour job

thou h, having a red printed border, yetl!llitllllleae .
Roy Sharpc's article clears up one or two points I'd been vondering about -
vater for oxanple. The nienus loo': 2ll vi ht - but vhat do they taste like?
(Tho food, not the ionus). Wasn't thcre an carly story of space fli ht, wvhere
the agstronauts hed a "big meal® before they left? I'naall for long mailing-
comacnt-colums as your DTE'FRITO g0 keep it up lads, kced it up. Gelactachuap
aiscs a query ~ vhat iag the thing, in the bed? I'n all e o.. Jnyiay, this
s a bit bitty, bui ot lcast it's not cone unnoted: HELL shows. I think,
brouise. That is not neant to sound condeucuqc1q¢, so I houpe you don't think
it docs. I look foiviard to scein; HELL develo,. into 2 joud fanzine.

g88.

~@e@Ihe thin, on the bed? “robably just another -
voman undcr tong of 'Vonuulan Mud-pack' It's just
that Ge has o very morbid i rmaginotion.. Onc roint
to clcar uy here - Ge was neover ueant to be
continued, ‘ust left hanging with a vicwr to a .
possible conblnu tion, G knows hen. 0.7.27777@2@Q
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JOHN “IGGOTT 17 Monmouth Road Oxford; OX1 4TD.
Here I am to oonnent on HELL 2, the superhuce zine that came
throuth ny door with a hollow sthunks yeoterday ~ -the hollovmess perhaps
indicating that there was 1éally not much in the zine. I an contemplating
Producing: a fanzine, possibly called...TURD, FUCKFACE, DEFEACTION, or mayhap
QOTLER...(tHeue titles sugrested by the girls I work with., I'm the only male
in a staff of twenty!). Basically the sine will probably resemble Greg and
Roy's effort in more than a small way, though 1t'11l likely be a deal .10ore sane
and restrained, but the whole thing's based on shaky foundations, viz.
whether I can spare the money, find a duper and most of all, he curse of wuy
om agathy. Keep your fingers crou5edeescosees

@@@I'1l look forvar to FUCIFACE (ny favourite), if your

letters are anything to .o by. The saner ap, roach is a

zood idea, as people mizht actually ftake notice, rather

than dismisg it all as the ravings of excretion- 4

conscious infants. However, you will understand, I hope,

, if I don't hold my breath. I'll wait 'till I see it!!l@e@

I still think the repro in HELL 1 was basically all rizht, except of course
for the fearful faux pas of page 22, and a couple of other pajcs were a bit
faint. HMaybe iy COPJ was better than wost. You asl: vhy I thousht the
editorial (No.l) was contrived? My idea of contrived is when two people sit
dovn on a Sauu¢€ay afternoon and say to ecach other, "How shall we w7ite the
editorial?", and one says, "Let's take turns at typing bits of it like a sort
of conversation.. That'll make a rood gimmick." That I call contrived, like
the editorial in HELL 1. . :

@@e@By that reasoning, ANYTHING comidtted to paper is

contrived. Even if sonebody just sits at the typer and

drivels, he must first say to himself.,."I think i will

Just sit at the tyvewriter and drivel." ~:BALLS:-!!!@@Q
The new, conpact-sized CGripe Vater vas much better, though not ideal; as one
line is about vhat STAR TREZ deserves, but at least the words used to describe
the programme verc uultably apt. Incidentally, I must protest at the gross
misrepresentation of iy letter in your VVAHF column. Refcrring back to the
letter I wrote, I had nice things to say about Dialosr and The Ambush as vell
ag your reviews! So vhat's-all this...". the on1J thlnf he scecied to like was
the review scction."? Huh? -

@@@hat the hell arc you _oing on aoout° You veren't in

the TAHF colum. And here I was, all set to grovel...Ce@ _
Actually, the repro on your second issuc seens little better than your first.
Maybe your duplicator really is to blame! Tell people sonething often enouzh
and they'll end up believing it, ag the wmenbers of the House of Comons are
fond of saying. I sust confess being disturbed by your use of four different
typers, one superb, two nmerely adequate and one bloody terriblc. The artiork
iz reasonable and the front cover gave me a lau h '$ill I noticed that noulicre
in the picture wvas wnyono(thlng?)eatlng quince with a spoon. The ovl as
eating quince with his...wings?...fingers? whilst the pussycat was eating
fince with a spoon, AND, this may seem like nit-picking(fuck off, vhocver said
tdarm right'), but the spoon appeared in no way runcible, Biy black splodie
there and a dunce's cap., Limbo was reasonably interesting, thouw:h I haven't

veD6es



20t Buch to say about it. The Triode Saga was also rcadable, &housh in sy
huable opinion thcie's far toc Wuch of this ha“Llnﬂ bacl: to fancori's past.
Terry was at lecast a part of 1950's-fandom, so hc's bresumably .ot a rizht B
tal: about it if he wants %o, but vhen you et people like -1cAers,111 who
Tave on and on about things lile HYFHEN 1len they've never scen a copy in all
Probability, then the vhole thing, becoues ﬂo"ely laushable. Flicking li htly
Past the pagcs vhich are smaller then the rest, e come to Secin Stars which
gave =e a s.ille or tioe This is- SOAOL“lnb I had envisa; ed coing, \yoelf at ono
Point, but I hadn't .ot round to it yet, S0 no howit done.ees.
G@@iin't you the lucky one, thou h! According to the .
vencrable Boak they ieve :-"Unhumerous SF adverts .
. (Christ! how many tines have ve secn thoso°),..' Vell

: you hadn't and I hadn't and Brian hadn't and Dave hedn't o .
v R but then maybe e haven't been around as long as Gray@ee@ '
Roy’ Sharyc's second vart - asain intcresting, but not really inviting ruch
further comwcnt from me, I'11 just note that 'Solid “aste' is facees, lite
o8t of this zine - only dam yanks call it 'feces'. Thy not just call it
shit? Then pcople will mov vhas you'wme talking about. Roy's sanple menus
for lon_-duration flizhis rcainded ac-of the menus you get in Ariy 'Compo!
rations issucd to nen in the field. It's all tinned stuff and protty
Honotonous. Like, for breakfast you _et a choice of baled beans, baliod beans,
baked beans; or beans in toanto savce. It's all incredibly constipating,
thourh this would be an advantere in battle I sup ose., Incicentelly,-I-don't
like coffee or tea; vhen I beconic an aztronaut Cco-you- ‘suppose they'll pack,;
ihisky for ay use? Inferno didn't scen an ood this time - taybe I wasn't ‘in
such a rceeptive wod fox zine revieus, or waybo u\hy juzt weren't ag Jooda
T'11 just say that in 4M, which I've hcacd has y folded._ I'n nrcetty sure

hat Harry Lo.an was a pseudonyn fore.. uess wbo, TTOVOf Jones. Galactachunp
vias childish, badly viritten.. and also rabho fuhmy. The lotter colurm wasn't
Very 1ntcrcot1no, and incircdibly badly laid out. No doubt there --ill be an
iuprovenent nextish, After all, yﬂﬂ/li M¢y¢ et Z¢¢ /% fﬁfﬂ nov you've sgen
what a mers it 1QULu on thc >r1nucd page. ‘hen I irgt heavd about ﬂdLL(ln
CHECiPOINT)lt vias deséribed as 'sf and. éncralt, fho ST part seeas to have
Shrun!z this iszue to just a vexry four )u es. Coao to thinly of 1t, MELL 1
contained little SF as well. Uhile: 1 widing your »reoccupation vith topics of
seneral interest, I can't help think ting, that it ai ht he & [ood sijn for the
sercon fans if you -crc totally imierseéd “in SF. Vhat with rumours flying
around to the coffect that 4M, QUICITIILVER, S ECULALIION arce folding, and SFR
Just 2 tear in tlc OJC of certain old-tine fans, this leaves only: CYPHER and

~the Coblin's SF . (1f it succceds) to sate tho a, ctites of seircon . fans
over here, It could-oo that o nced arothers (Doo this sound like Ifn
trying to influence the editorial OOllCJ of HELL?). I _ucgs that ends it for

arother time. Reading throv h vhat I've wwitten I thinlz this letter is less
nasty then the last onc I sente T don't cong ClOHolV ury to be a turd in =y
letters, but I used to make an cifort to be nice, and. it ca:xe out all vishy-
vashy. 8o nov I just lct it flow naturally and the fact that ny letters

are rude and deswvicable is probably more a roflection on-y owm foul
Personality rathce than ‘any intrinsic denerit in the zine Ifn writing about.

@@@Interestingly vwritten LoC John, Uhich,ié’v%y you (ot
to be our first holcer of the 'Running —O0ff-A u-Tho-Mou th!
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trophy. A brand new. innovation which comes with an
enlargzed letter-colum. Rather than try out your
POULER parody straight off in a’'zine of your owm, how
about a colun for HELL. It'll allow you to test the
water before YEif PFA#T jumping in. How about it?@@e

0~0~0~0~0~0~0-0

FETER COLLEY 2 Bristol Avenue; Manchester; M19 3NU
I disagree with Paul on one point in his ZIMRI review. Grahan
Poole, in his conreport, probably included more detail of what happened at
the gon than would appear in a conrep from a fairly well-established fan.
The established fan will naturally leave out some aspects of a con vhich®
have becone second nature and will not realise that these things nmay be une
known or of interest to the neo. Therefore, Graham's report, though it may
not have interested long-standing con attendees, vas probably of nore inter- -
est to neos vho did not attend.
(((This may be so, but it doesn't explain the fact
hat I found the report nore than a little boring,
despite being very much a neo-fan, But it's true
that I did attend the cont)))
"An Alien Affair" was a fantastic load of rubbishy nonsense which, although
being well-written, also managed to be utterly s uupld & vhen's the next em.-
SQde'P
_ (((This was the general reaction to Gerry Taylor's
. piece, and I adnit to beinz a little surprised.
It's hard to believée that so many people could be as
mad as Gerry, Paul and I. As for the next episode,
o \fell, who. knowg. . If T, pasc all the comzents on to
: " ‘Gerry, thén things mey happen.)))
I enjoyed nost of the cartoor-, cspecially thc one about New Vorlds. Was it
supposed to indicate NV as 'an underground magazine(?)' or tan emergence fron
the sewers draining pcople's money!'?
((You zot it in twol)))

0-0~0~0~0-0-0~0

MIXE MEARL Flat A; 5 kedleston Road; Derby.

My first comaent. is: you shoulda used longer staples. My copy,
adnmittedly well-thumbed, is.falling to pieces. However, as you say fubure
issues will be thinner, then the problem won't arise again. The cover is a
Vast improvement over HELL 1 (sorry Brian), although a few bottles of Whita
bread Pale Ale or C&C lenonade scattered around would have improved it still
further. But wait! What is this black befcelered creature peering out from
behind a dumblybob tree?e..sswell, vhat is it?

(((Ask Skel - he drev it. But it's nice to sec

that soneonc noticed the dain thing. If it's

any consolation to those who didn't, neither did

I at first sig;ht,)))
th deary me. Two editorials covcrlng nine vaces in toto is definitely a bit
mch, Such was ny first inpression, but further investigation showed that
the bit on pabe 4 was a good idea, a sort of explanation-cum-apolozy(((2)))

. '.
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for the folloving: 40—oad pafes. he next bit. vas & different fettle of kish,
since the subgect natter (e*ccept the alr-slwov) vas- of only ﬂarglnwl interest.
- Two things: only nade it bearable - the writing style and the' superb illo on
Page 1l.. Conxyat» Brian and t'other fella ~ this would have nade a fa:nta tlc
and mtrlg,u_ng frént covers .
‘(0 - anindl? I'm in onou,,_,h troublo over that illo
alfeadj. ' ‘Iol], nOu +trouble. exactly, bube.osed Don't
: compound the felony by sucgesting it as a cchrs))) o
Terry"‘ plece T really enjoyed. I hope you'll -be ablo to find renough materlal
to make this a resuler features  I'n.too.young to rcnenbor the ..GBF's, so I
~can't offer any sugestions thore. The illo's ~ superb, . I wigh Terry'cl ¢con-
#;contrate on this type of thing rather than on the "Soggies'. .
- o ((The rosponse to- our ‘pleas-for thic sort of thing
~har . with the excopblon of the Mat;tnllcent Terence, .
been NIL. Put more accurately, one almost pointe
blank NO, and-a YES; IF I CAN FIND THE TIME. Damn
shame, meally as I think "Triode" was-the be..,t t’wlnu
.7 in o, 2, both for Terry's style.of. wrlﬁln' and uhe
. - facts thereins))) : - :
-‘:'Part 2 of.‘ Royfa article vias a biz inprovenent over oart 1o T"!e de..,crlptlon
Jof the Mrater cycle" was paiticularly interesting.. Wot, no. currlod aardverk,
no mosquito knec consoure, no rancid polecat a 1la haison? It 1110 *xy i‘ood to
look like food,:not lwaps of dehydrated camel-snote = <y
(((Doe Monty Python lmou gbout you"") ) )

. c»o—o—o-o—o—o—o

THIL MULDONEY 7 The Elms; Stokes Plynouth, Dovon. ,

: Mthough I suspect that' “el's head will zo to tirice the size
it already is, T nwust say that T enjoyed his cartoons, and they are nearly the
best thing in the whole zine;.bué he will have a long vay to go before he can
rival the illo on paze 43, which was naturally quitc superb.

(((creentt)))
The con report was entcrtaining, but a sight too. long.. I found mysclf ﬂet-

-‘ﬁlng lost . inthe middle of tho ailr-show. “The trouble m.th con="'or: mind son-
ar umi-con~ reports is that, unless you knouv the people, they can often be as
~.lnteregt1nb as a-left-handed Sangks 11: vriter. The mailing oo*ment : vP,a,uJ«;:_ dia
ol nicd goo of reviowing ZIMRI. .. ' T

(((Nlce advertising, 11an!£<\'ncre'“ No. 2‘?‘?))) :
fo:r wm.lch wru':,y thanks. - -As for the Oupa zines, well Onpa geens as usua’l a bit

_ sparce ‘ol material, in tqat vihat sceiis to ond up in QOmpa are pcrsonél 21nes

~Which are relatively ¢ 1”1'111 T wonder if you two arc. not having. second ‘i
~Phouchts on including 50 page 1£ELL..»., eo ocmlly \fhen you have to sive: so 1~1a:ny
Spare coplu.“ : R

(((I; our constant (and it vlll e conuta.nt) 5;1"1-

- ping about oi"l'lll zines promoto just onc or-tgo
members to increase. their activity, then it's. vorth
.. the cfforts - As for 50- pages, well, No 2 rnﬁ a frecak,
like it'g editors.)))

. 0~0+0~0=0-0-0-0
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DEREK PICKIES 15 Hallbank Drives Bankfoot; Bradford 5.

' . . T like LIMBO - I say that again - 1 like LIMBO.

SR " (((Thou art truly a fine fellow, dear heart)))" ,

. AMfter that, what can I say. I like sonething that rambles. dafter seeing Just
a handful of.the - urrent zines, I'd half-decided not to dive back into fandon
after 16 yoars = - S SR S

- 0 ({(You mean melevateM yourself, s rely?)))
=1 simply can't stand all thig.sercon stuff, and as for revieuws of books and

 ‘magazines ~- OH. BROTHERS IS T'11 say the same thing to you that I said to. Phil

- Maldémey — if you don't get free review copies, don't reviev. o

| -+ {({pom Tight))) - ' o o
I sec Terry.is still -surviving. Iriode, well I saw the first few issues, but
T take my hat off to amyone vho put out 17 issues of anything, I sce he de-
cided justifying wasn't Jjustified, something I discovered before I cut my first
stencil. I curedthe problen by just drawing a ncat frame around the text
This confuscs thc optic nerve and-it secs a straizht margin.
I likc HELL 2, it's gencral air of humour (GXCept‘forvth@ spacefood nosh axr-

.

ticle.and, the bibliography), the duping is variable, gtencil cutting highly -

. E»fiable.’_might T su_gest that the typewriter used to cut pages 28/9 be pre-
" gented to the Stockport county F.C. to go With the rest ofthe souvenicrs of
better days? b SR E R
(((If that was neant as a jab at Paul, tough.
He supports those scrubbers at Old Trafford. A4S
for the typor, I agrec with you entircly, and herc-
by tell the world that it's minee.  But néver ggain
will it be used for stencilling. From hcre.on in,
~ we use felite! types))) ' '

0-0-0-0~0-0-0-0

JRCHIE. MERCER -~ Somebloodywhere; Addressnottohand, SR | L
- Yo hude women this time, I note, but a nude 6«41, nude pussy-
-, cat, and head of nudc. Trotsberger on the back cover almogt meke up for it.
T approvg of Mrs. D. Deakin's taste in Trotsbergors, vhoéver she may be. And
I approve of thc .any cartoon style that YELIL-scems. to have adopted for itts
.. oim - runcible picuics, Horned invertebrates, things like that. Definitely
fun. In fact, HELL scens. altogother to be fun. (I'm surc the Bench of :Bish~
ops would never approve, whatever nay say the errant Gerb)s Poseibly it rep-
rogents & reaction against the.ultra-serious fanzine that scems %o have become
the Thing recontly. But it renihds mo sprongly of the gort of zinc that drcw
Mo into fandom way back in the c-rly 1950%ss T
(((Not necessarily a reaction against such thingse
Were T sufficiently (a) clever, (b) informed and
(c) rich, there's nothing I'd like better than to
publish something like SCIENCE FECTION REVIEV - my
favourite zine, God rest it's gouls))) =~ 7

 0=0=0=0=0=0~0~0
. ( Continued on P 32. )
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SCTENCE FICTION IS A VAY CF LOVE
An "palysis.of Written Congyggpation
8% -

Mike & Pot Meavg N

This analysis is based on the commonly accepted principle that, o2 any

emotionally involved couple, the female will write long letters full of

emotional verbiage (horeinafter referred to as "slush"), whereas the

male will write much shorter letters, much less frequently, which are full

. of interesting information about hobbies etc., and with a negligible slush-
count. - : T ' i

We thought (at the time) that it would be interesting to analyse our letters
to each other, covering o period of about three years between 1967 & 1970,
to see how this principle applied to us. We analysed each letter by counting
the number of words on various different topics, and expressed the totals
for each topic as percentages of the grand total, Given that the hobbies or
. interests of the male in question are:- science fiction (more of an obsess-

* fon really), photography and record collecting, none of which greatly inter—

ested the femnle at that time, consider the following:

Huimber of letters from her to him ..... 45
Humber of leﬁters from him to her «eec. 45

Husber of words writben by her to him ..... 20,189
Number of words written by him to her ..... 22,433

Topic Genoral Holidays Johs Monoy Photography Records S.F. Travel Slush
Her t@fhim - 39% 6% 1% 3% | 6% 25 . 5% 6%  22%
Him to her - 26% &% % 1% 1% 5% 30% 4% 8%

Well, the bit about frequency didn't apply, did it? Nor the bit about length~
- quite the reverse in fact, However, there could be something in that part
about content, Despite his attempts to get her to share his.interests, by
writing about them for well over half of each letter, she remains somewhat
‘reluctant to discuss them, preferring to concentrate on slush, She maintains
that we each wrote the kind of letter which we would have preferred to have
received, yet we married in spite of it.

So sghe says.
He prefers to regard it as a vi-Sory for science fiction - another convert,
however unwilling. There are signs of addiction, he fancies. . o

~Welll agree to differ. -
o - RN EPRFRPRERCRVSr IR AU SFIRUSERT ST RURTRE SR R OSSR SRS
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{soe CROSSFIRB... continued from p.30)

GRAY BOAX 6 Hawks Road; Kingston Upon Tharies; Surrey.
. My frost-bitten friends in the No“th having informed ne that you
Were planaming to descend on me at Novacon, with reference to my review of
your fanzine in BINARY, I spent the entirety of that fine convention in fear
and trenbling of the prospect.
((pid you ever get the fecling that someone was
being just a 1ittlo sarca“blc9°?)))

Haowever, you didn't appear, so I an forced to take tho offenglvc (?) in vri-
ting to you. I take it you have some words of amelioration to offexr?

(((¥ow, if I kmew vhat that meanbt......e.s but NO!)))

Iid better say nov that I have no intention of taking any of uy words back -
Perhaps bho cxceptlon of the comparison with ZINE - so I suggest that you 